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Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
204th Annual Parish Meeting 

January 24, 2016 
 
The 204th Annual Parish Meeting was called to order and opened with the Trinity 
Forward Prayer by Dean Timothy Jones.   Dean Jones welcomed all those present 
including the Youth Delegation whose members have been studying the nominating and 
election processes.  He remarked on the wonderful turnout as well as our ability to 
come together in the Workshop, a vital part of our campus which is often not seen by 
many parishioners.  Dean Jones appointed Wallis Bond as clerk and Curtis Ott as 
parliamentarian. Mr. Ott certified the presence of a quorum.  
 
Approval of the Minutes 
Dean Jones called for the approval of the minutes from the 203rd Annual Parish 
Meeting held on January 25th, 2015.  A copy of the minutes was included in the 
supporting documents handed out to the Parish.  A motion for approval was presented, 
seconded and affirmed with a voice vote. 
 
Election Process and Explanation of Voting Procedures 
Dan Fritze introduced the Nominating Committee.  The Committee worked hard to come 
up with the Current Slate   Mr. Fritze explained that there was a good lengthy discussion 
about whether to have a slate of an election and decided that due to the specific 
openings, a slate was most appropriate for this year.  He then introduced the slate of 
Officers.  Dan explained that each person is a confirmed member of Trinity, known to 
the Treasurer with a long list of service to the Cathedral.   
 
Report of the Nominating Committee 
 
Mr. Fritze noted that he received no nominations from the floor for any position in the 
time frame allowed by the Bylaws.  He then introduced all six nominees:  Susie Dibble, 
Marjorie Heggie Estefano, Robert Key, Andy Slaughter, Judy Cotchett Smith, and 
Jonathan Vipperman.  Sean Rankin and Ed Tilden were nominated for Diocesan 
Delegates.  David Danforth is nominated for Junior Warden and Helen Taylor and Tom 
Runge were both nominated to complete a second term as Foundation Commissioners.  
The Nominating Committee makes this motion so no second is needed.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  Mr. Fritze also mentioned that members at Still Hopes elect their 
own Vestry member and they have elected Ed Hickman to serve in that capacity. 
 
Election of Senior Warden and Warden Emeritus 
The nomination of Norah Grimball for Senior Warden was made by Jack Godbold.   Call 
for a motion for election by acclamation. Second received and voice vote approved the 
nomination. 
 
The nomination of Jack Godbold as Warden Emeritus for one year was made by Norah 
Grimball. Call for a motion for election by acclamation. Second received and voice vote 
approved the nomination. 
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Appreciation 
Outgoing Senior Warden, Jack Godbold thanked the outgoing Vestry class and 
highlighted their individual contributions to the Vestry and Trinity. He thanked Karen 
Dukes, Tommy Little, Wade Stinnette, Liz Summers, Bob Davis and Rick Umbach for 
their service and dedication to Trinity.  Jack also thanked Marian Hornsby and JP Lee 
for their loyal service as Diocesan Delegates. 
 
He also recognized Kirsten Moorman as head of the Daughters of the Holy Cross and 
her time and service on the Vestry this past year. He thanked David Sojourner for his 
leadership as President of the Foundation, Jack recognized Frank Kinard for his 
contributions as the first Still Hopes Representative to the Vestry.    
 
Jack spoke of Dan Fritze, who is rotating off of the vestry as Warden Emeritus.   He 
shared his admiration for Dan and thanked him for his guidance and counsel, friendship 
and steadying influence over the last year.   Jack shared his admiration of Dan’s deep, 
committed faith and passion for Trinity.   Dan Fritze is an inspiration to our parish. 
 
Jack also thanked Howard Duvall for the time and energy he has diligently given to 
Trinity Cathedral as Treasurer over the years.  
 
Lastly, Jack thanked Dean Jones for his deep love and commitment to Trinity.   
 
Approval of Changes to Trinity By-Laws 
 
Jack announced that the Trinity Cathedral By-Laws were updated to include the 
Columbarium and the Memorial Gardens within the Churchyard Committee Section. 
The updated version was approved by voice vote. 
 
Parish Reports 
A. Treasurer 
Once again, Trinity Cathedral Parish finished the year strong and ended the year with a 
surplus of $86,695.  Contributions in December of $494,420 accounted for the total 
revenue for 2015 reaching$3,079,594.  This was 103% of amended budgeted revenue.  
Pledge revenue of $2,507,180 represented 97.46% of budgeted pledge revenue.  Total 
expense was at 100% of budget. 
 
These numbers compare a budget amended by the Vestry because of a slow start in 
contributions during the first few months of 2015.  The budget was reduced by 
$122,000.  Because the largest reduction was to the Diocesan pledge of $410,000, the 
Vestry agreed to continue making monthly payments as if the parish would be able to 
meet the pledge.  On December 31 we were able to make the final payment to the 
Diocese and complete our pledge.   
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It is important to note that the surplus at the end of the year would not have been 
possible without the amended reduced budget.  In addition, vacancies in staff positions 
resulted in over $55,000 of savings. 
 
The Budget Committee chaired by Liz Summers, our Finance Committee chair, again 
met with the canon staff prior to developing the 2016 budget.  Most of their requests 
were met in the budget either through the Operating Budget or by using funds restricted 
for their area of ministry. 
 
The 2016 budget approved by the Vestry on January 21 closely aligns with the adjusted 
budget for 2015.  Because there are many parishioners who pledged in 2015 but have 
not pledged yet for 2016, the budget committee took four-year averages of most of the 
components of contribution revenue.  The budgeted amount for 2016 of $2,885,000 is 
just $6,808 over the amended budgeted revenue for 2015.   
 
Actual contributions revenue for 2015 was $2,961,171.  It is my hope that the parish will 
receive more pledges for 2016 and we can amend the budget with an increase rather 
than a decrease. 
 
The 2016 budget calls for a pledge to the Diocese of $396,000.  This is a reduction of 
$14,000 from 2015.  
 
Liz Summers stated that she would like to thank our Canon for Administration, Donald 
Benson, and his finance staff of Julie Fulmer and Ryan Headley for their hard work this 
year.  Expenses were 100% of the reduced budget but were $30,000 less than 2014 
actual expenses.  The finance team is constantly looking for ways to do things more 
efficiently. 
 
Liz added that if you have any particular questions, she will be available after the 
meeting. 
 
B. Trinity Foundation Commission:  
The Trinity Foundation receives all memorials, honoraria and legacy gifts made to the 
Cathedral.  Foundation President David Sojourner explained that these gifts are placed 
into one of three fund families: General Endowment, Buildings/Property and Special 
Accounts. The Foundation cannot supplement the operating expenses of the Cathedral 
but instead provides for capital or one time projects related to mission and ministry.  
 
He also spoke of how legacy gifts, such as the Vernon Funds, can provide a myriad of 
opportunities for our Parish to create positive change where we worship as well as in 
the larger world.  
 
David thanked everyone who has made contributions to the Fund.  The gifts from 
estates have grown the Foundation.  The Foundation plans to offer even more guidance 
on how to enhance gift giving.  Please call him if you have any ideas for donating or 
making new funds. 
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Trinity Forward Presentation 
 
Llewellyn and Kirby Shealy and Linda and Vance Bettis reported that they are proud to 
relaunch the Trinity Forward Campaign.   Many thanks to all who have worked on this 
campaign and who have already graciously donated.  It has been a tough year all 
around but we are excited to begin anew with this wonderful effort.  Please prayerfully 
consider your involvement in our relaunch of the Trinity Forward Campaign. 
 
Senior Warden's Report:  
See below. 
 
Dean's Report:  
Dean Tim Jones began his report by expressing his inspiration by Jack Godbold and his 
passion for Trinity.  He presented Jack with a crystal cross, a certificate and the official 
appointment to the Parish Council.   
 
Dean Jones thanked Howard Duvall for his realistic but positive representation and 
guidance and wished him much success on City Council.   
 
Tim thanked Austin Lewis, intern and Vernon Scholar, for all his hard work with the 
youth this year.   
 
Tim listed some joys of 2015. 
 Influx of new families 
 Increase in general membership 
 Relaunch of the Trinity Forward Campaign 
 Staff development 
 New staff including Bibs Babson, Kaki Zeigler, Ira Houck  
 Cathedral Connections 
 Amazing church wide and community response to historic flooding 
 Human Resources Committee 
 A focused vision for Trinity – Experience God’s Presence Here.   
 
Tim shared some hopes to increase our gratitude and joy in the coming year. 

• Our ASA is slipping so Tim encouraged everyone to be diligent in attendance.  
Your presence will enrich this place.   

• Youth Minister Search Committee – the wonderful committee is working so hard.  
We have an impressive group of applicants but are still open to more so let us 
know if you know someone and please continue to pray for this committee. 

• Outreach Futures Committee – Tim expressed excitement about this committee 
which will envision “what could be”. 

• Cottage Meetings – Tim looks forward to reconnecting in neighborhood meetings. 
  
Dean Jones closed his report with his expression of gratitude and joy.  He has great 
expectancy for the new season.   
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Benediction and Hymn 
Blessing by Dean Jones and the Doxology sung by all. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:03 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Wallis Crum Bond. 
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Senior Wardens Report 
Jack Godbold 
 
Let me start by saying it has been an honor and privilege to serve as Sr. Warden over the past 
year. 
Thank you, Trinity Parishioners for this honor. 
 
I am grateful to the Dean and Clergy. They spend countless hours serving the needs of our Parish 
family  
and our community. It is indeed a calling to be a priest. 
 
 
Also thanks to the Canons and staff. We are blessed to have outstanding people In these 
positions. 
What Jed does with the choir & music is without measure. Donald’s commitment to our finances 
and facilities is a gift we should all celebrate. The staff is fantastic!  Our staff members are 
dedicated not only to Trinity and each other but to the community. Thank You! 
 
I am grateful to the members of our Parish Council comprised of our former Senior Wardens – 
thank you for your service to Trinity and for the support given to me. 
 
It has been a remarkable experience working with the 3 Wardens I have worked closely with over 
the last 2 years - Lee Ayers/Dan Fritze/Norah Grimball – all are exceptionally talented and all 
love this place like I do.  Special thanks to Dan – he has been there for me with support & 
counsel this past year and more important - his friendship. I pledge to do the same for Norah. 
 
Most important – thanks to my wonderful family – Janie/Cravens/James/Ravenel – without 
your love & support I could not have undertaken this opportunity – All my love to you 
 
My thoughts today are about what we have - here/today/now – not the past or in the future but in 
this very minute, and what he have to be thankful for with Trinity and why I love Trinity so much 
 
Trinity Center – what a wonderful building – Sunday Morning Formation/youth events to include 
EYC/parish events like our annual meeting/community needs/our basketball ministry/the Bazaar   
--  we are blessed 
 
Admin Building -  the Business Center  -- not only is this where so many decisions are made and 
budgets created, but also prayers are prayed, and home to Keenan Chapel  
 
Parish Building/Education Building -  the real HUB of Trinity – Children Sunday School/Trinity 
Learning Center/Choir & Music/Vestry Meetings/DHC Room/Satterlee Hall – I love Satterlee 
Hall my wedding reception was held here and my 2 older children were cradled rocked in this 
Satterlee Hall 
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Cathedral – what a remarkable and beautiful building – I love to hear people say “I love your 
church – it is so beautiful”/ it is a very special to me – I was married here /I was confirmed here / 
my children were baptized here / my older 2 confirmed here  
 
This is my church home - I feel as at home in this place & on this block as I do at my own home 
We are very fortunate to have these great buildings. 
BUT, the MOST important blessing we have is YOU – these are just that – buildings – it is the 
people that make this place – I have been here at all times of the day and evening and each time 
it is a bee-hive of activity – because YOU are here  
 
I encourage you to appreciate what we have here, now, today. 
I encourage you to hear/see/and feel our blessings 
 
Hear – the children laughing/babies crying/voices singing/ God’s Word 
See - friends & family/the community we serve/Christ’s light in the world   
Feel – hug from a friend/pat on the back/handshake/Holy Spirit in this place 
 
Then ---  
 
EMBRACE IT -   
Thank You 
 
 
 
 
 


