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ONE OF THE MORE INTERESTING DYNAMICS of the 
life of faith has to do with the extent to 
which we often fail to recognize the true 
significance of events until they’ve passed.  As 
we continue to grow, things we thought we’d 
left behind may take on new meaning; things 
we thought were tremendously important 
may begin to fade, and things we overlooked 
unexpectedly become crucial.

As we look back over the last several months, 
it’s hard not to focus on what we think of 
as the big events that have shaped our 
experience this year.  A global pandemic 
and a host of repercussions.  A seemingly 
interminable and unquestionably rancorous 
election cycle.  Increasing social and cultural 
instability.  And here at Trinity, a transitional 
season of wrapping up one chapter of our 
life together as a community of faith and 
preparing to begin a new one.

Right now, all these things understandably 
loom large in our awareness.  But I also can’t 
help thinking of those instances in which 
Jesus reminds us that the reign of God is 
often found in small, hidden, and unobtrusive 
aspects of life that usually escape our notice.  
A tiny seed (Mt 13.31-32).  A small measure of 
yeast mixed into a large batch of dough (Mt 
13.33).  Hidden treasure buried underground 
(Mt 13.44).  These are the kinds of images 
Jesus used to describe a kingdom that would 
not come with things that could be observed 
(Lk 17.20-21).

How might God yet use the events of the past 
year to prepare us for the year to come?  What 
lessons might we draw from the tumultuous 
period through which we are to some extent 
still passing so as to be better prepared to 
enter the next period of our lives?  Let us 
not so much rush to put 2020 behind us, as 
tempting as that may be, as we are to attend 
to the subtle, quiet, indomitable movements 
of God’s Spirit, calling us to respond to 
confusion with faith, to despair with hope, 
and to loss with love.

Yours in Christ,

INSPIRATION FOR THIS ISSUEINSPIRATION FOR THIS ISSUE

A MESSAGE FROM OUR ACTING DEANA MESSAGE FROM OUR ACTING DEAN
CANON ANDREW GROSSOCANON ANDREW GROSSO

Looking back on 2020, there are some things I would prefer not to repeat in 2021—or ever again, 
if I’m being honest! However, while 2020 brought its fair share of adversity, it also brought a lot 
of good along with it. Without the pandemic, we wouldn’t have the streaming equipment in the 
Cathedral and the ability to connect even when we’re apart. This year, we’ve had more time for 
family, more time for hobbies, and more time for reflection; all good things. When thinking about 
this issue, the fact that we are still in the midst of a pandemic makes timeliness and the natural 
schedule of  print communications difficult. We still felt it was important to bring you the good 
news of what’s been accomplished this year, along with photos of faces that you may not get to 
see as often as you’d like. Think of each page as  a Christmas card from that department, and enjoy 
their stories of what they learned this year, and what they’re looking forward to in 2021.

- by Jessica Umbach



3

A NEW DEAN AND A NEW DAY AT TRINITY

As this issue goes to press, the news about the 
calling of The Reverend Dane E. Boston has 
just been announced, and has been met with 
resounding excitement for this new chapter 
at Trinity, as well as gratitude and praise for 
all those who worked so hard on this search 
process to help call our wonderful new Dean. 

The search process began last winter, after 
Dean Jones announced his departure for 
a parish in Virginia. After nominations for 
committee members were considered, a 
committee was formed and then charged by 
the Vestry to produce three candidates for our 
next Dean.

The Search Committee could have never 
anticipated what would come in March 2020. 
A worldwide pandemic forced the closure of 
our Cathedral buildings, but just as worship 
and other functions of the church continued 
virtually, so too did the functions of the Search 
Committee. Meetings were moved to Zoom, 
and while travel to view potential candidates in 
their parishes and to bring potential candidates 
to Trinity was infinitely more tricky than ever 
before, the Committee overcame the many 
hurdles. They discussed and vetted candidates 
without letting the pandemic hold them back.

We are very grateful for the dedication and 
hard work on behalf of many individuals at 
Trinity throughout this search, especially the 
Search Committee. Chaired by John Moorman, 
the Search Committee included the following 
members, who all deserve a round of applause 
for the time and effort they dedicated to the 
search. Please take a moment and express your 
thanks to the members of the Committee 

the next time you see them:

John Moorman, chair
Gus Chapman

Emma Dean
Susie Dibble

Norah Grimball
Shiva Hodges
Phil Johnston
Ami Leventis
Ryan Newton

Doak Wolfe
David Wolff

Beth Yon

The Search Committee was tasked to look for 
a priest with certain traits and talents. Dane 
possesses all of them in abundance, making 
him the ideal fit for Trinity. Above all, his calling 
to be our Dean is the answer to our prayers.

The  Calling of The Reverend Dane E. Boston 
as Trinity’s Next Dean



4



- by Jared Johnson
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A HYMN TO 2020
FROM TRINITY’S MUSIC DEPARTMENT

‘Twas the eve of Epiphany,

Twenty-twenty the year,

“A Ceremony of Carols”

Rang out with good cheer.

 
Choristers filled the choir stalls,

Hailed the body and blood,

Two by two sang of Noah, 

At the coming of the flood.

 
Side by side, sharing Cheetos,

O’erflowing the choir room,

Who could have foretold then,

What fate next required: Zoom!

With creativity, hard work, 

Good will and persistence,

They continued to sing virtually,

While socially distanced.

An Easter like no other,

Only two or three could be gathered,

The Alleluias were real,

Though not as we would have rathered.

 

The worship never ceased,

And services went steadily,

Live-streamed thanks to the effort

Of choir hero, Ryan Headley.

In fall, the choristers returned,

And on guidelines relied,

With masks, extra distance,

And rehearsal outside.

 
Here’s a toast to the colleagues,

Who helped us keep our composure,

On Mr. Douglas, on Mr. Lustig,

On Ms. Gatch, and Mrs. Rosier!

And I heard the choir sing,

Like a hawk taking flight,

“Alleluia, Ride on,

Everything’s gonna be alright.

 
Depart in peace, Twenty-twenty,

You’ve been exhaustin’,

But all our trust is in God,

And our hope in Dane Boston!”
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A MESSAGE FROM TRINITY’S
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES MINISTRY
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I remember being asked to serve as Gabriel in the nativity pageant at Trinity my senior year of 
high school.  Needless to say, then and to this day, I was honored. 

As I reflect over this past year, I have those same emotions of being honored to watch the mes-
sage of Jesus being proclaimed.  This time of COVID-19 has offered me and the families of Trinity 
opportunities to be messengers of God’s love in so many unique ways.  It has allowed us to 
minister to each other and our community.  

Gabriel was chosen by God to deliver important messages to at least three of God’s faithful. Every 
time Gabriel shows up in Scripture, he makes Jesus known; every time each of us has “showed up” 
for someone or something over these last months, Jesus has been made known. We have been 
given the opportunity to live out Romans 12:9-10 “Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil, cling 
to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in love.”  Through an encouraging text; giving hope 
to others through volunteering; or supporting our children, teachers and others through the ups 
and downs of home schooling; and praying for each other; Jesus has been made known and we 
have sincerely loved one another.    

My prayer for the New Year is a cure or at least a vaccine for the virus (of course), but I also pray 
we continue to be God’s messengers of encouragement, hope, and support into this world long 
after this pandemic is behind us. 

Gabriel reminds us that God listens and cares for His people. Gabriel brought the greatest news 
of God’s love: the coming of Jesus. Gabriel’s message is what matters most.

- by Bibs Babson

PICTURES OF PAGEANTS PAST...

While we don’t know quite yet what the future holds 
for us due to COVID-19, we do know that there will be 
some version of a Christmas Pageant this year. It may 

not be held in the Cathedral, and may take place on the 
Lawn instead; and we may need to have two differ-
ent service times in order to accommodate all of the 

families...but please rest assured we are working on a 
plan for Christmas 2020 at Trinity!



8



9

As I reflect on our life together as a community of faith over the past year, I’m most struck by the 
tremendous outpouring of dedication, creativity, and faithfulness I’ve seen from many Trinity members 
these last several months.  We knew going in to 2020 that it would be a transitional year for us, but I 
don’t think any of us quite anticipated just how many or how profound some of our transitions would 
be!  But instead of retreating into our shells, we stepped out in new and innovative ways (and some-
times uncomfortable ways) to ensure the ministries of the cathedral would continue to flourish during 
this unprecedented time.  I’m very grateful for the way God’s Holy Spirit has inspired and strengthened 
those in our midst who have helped support our worship services, our pastoral care and outreach 
ministries, our music ministry, our fellowship and formation offerings, our stewardship, and 
our governance.  

My prayer for the coming year is that we would continue to be attentive to the ways God’s Spirit may 
still be calling us to explore new ways of living out the good news of God in Christ.  When we look back 
on 2020, I hope we see it as the time God used to prepare us for the transformative future to which he 
is calling us. - Canon Andrew Grosso

REFLECTING UPON 2020

For me, this season of covidtide has been a roller coaster. In the midst of the uncertainties and 
Anxieties of the world, I have been blessed by deeper connections with my family and close friends.  

An important take away: being outdoors is crucial for my wellbeing and spirituality. I already knew this, 
but it has been reaffirmed in a very powerful way. A daily walk in the neighborhood is good and neces-
sary, but also, the benefit of significant time in the wilderness is tremendous and vital. John Muir sums 
up what the wilderness means to me: “Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and 
pray in, where nature may heal and give strength to body and soul alike.” Pisgah National Forest and 
the Shining Rock Wilderness are like a second home to me, where I find the healing presence of God in 
profound ways. 

I’ve been inspired by Trinity’s parishioners and our commitment to our missional relationships. We’ve 
stepped up to support WA Perry Middle School and Homeless No More in creative ways. The Sunday 
Breakfast continued with persistent and committed volunteers. Many have affectionately referred to 
the breakfast as the Senate Street altar. The mission of God in the world continues, and the people of 
Trinity remain steadfast to that call. My hope for the next year is a renewed sense of purpose and mis-
sion, a refocus of energy toward potential and possibilities, and the community of Trinity Cathedral 
listening deeply to the movement of the Holy Spirit. - Canon Dorian Del Priore

From the mouths of babes! After several weeks of the pandemic lockdown, reveling in nonstop time 
with his family, my 6 year-old grandson said, “Isn’t 2020 the best year ever?!” I wish I could say that 
2020 has been as delightful as that, but of course, it has not. Like you, I’ve grieved the loss of human 
interactions once taken for granted; hugging, sharing meals, praying together. We have all missed 
many milestones of life in 2020—weddings, funerals, confirmations, graduations—and it hurts. But my 
grandson’s expression of delight has reminded me again and again during this strange, unpredictable 
time to be aware of unexpected touches of grace. 

There is much to be thankful for. Twenty-twenty has taught us humility and prompted a sense of hu-
mor as Trinity leadership determined to continue worship, somehow. Beginning with a cellphone to 
transmit worship services, staff and volunteers have made possible the professional mixing of voices 
and ever-improving productions. And even without physical touch, pastoral care has not died. Trin-
ity Lay Chaplains and Order of St. Luke’s prayer ministers as well as clergy have faithfully kept up with 
parishioners by phone and written notes; caring communication among us seems better to me than 
it’s been in a long time. Creative outreach ministry has continued. As we have learned more about how 
to be together safely, I’m feeling gratitude for our new outdoor worship opportunities – even with the 
strangeness of receiving the body of Christ via a pair of kitchen tongs.

How will we find a new normal as COVID responds to vaccines? What will it look like? I don’t know, but 
my hope is that we will find ourselves forever changed by what we’ve experienced, and at the same 
time, better than ever. I look forward to the leadership of Dane Boston when he arrives on January 1. 
Welcome back among us, Dane and Debbie! - Canon Patsy Malanuk
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THE TRINITY FOUNDATION
The Commissioners and Staff of the Trinity Foundation are most grateful for all 
those whose support through the years has made it possible, especially in a dif-
ficult year, to provide financial support to ministries serving the parish and the 
community. We wish you a Christmas filled with hope, joy, and the love of Christ.

Top Row, Left to Right:  Read Folline, Jim Best, William Haselden, Bam Gressette.
Bottom Row, Left to Right: Susie VanHuss, Dave Sojourner, Pamela Lackey, Mark James.
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A FOUNDATION 
CHRISTMAS CAROL

(with apologies to We Three Kings)

We the Foundation of Trinity are
Sharing gifts both near and far

Honoring our history, building ministry
Following Christ’s holy star.

O— gifts of gold and gifts of time,
Gifts of wills and trusts sublime

Ever needing, always seeding
Programs for work divine.

Advent calls us to prepare
For Jesus who saves us from despair;

Stewarding our blessings, our lives reassessing
With prayers for the world’s welfare.

O— Legacy Builders and donors so fine
Share the bread and sacred wine

Ever willing, needs fulfilling
Make Christmas Spirit thine!

- by Angela Daniel

Below Top Row, L-R): Staff; Donald Benson, Jessica Umbach. 
(Bottom Row, L-R) Patti Trotter, Angela Daniel.

Above (Top to Bottom) Ex-Officio Members; Senior Warden Wade 
Stinnette, Junior Warden Llewellyn Shealy, Canon Andrew Grosso.
Not Pictured: Treasurer Liz Summers.

Above: The Third Annual Foundation Celebration held in Satterlee Hall last February. 
We are currently working through the COVID logistics and  planning the Fourth Annual 
Foundation Celebration for February 9, 2021. Please  save the date and keep up with 
the Foundation by reading the Cornerstone, the Foundation’s quarterly newsletter, 
for more information. 
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Our TLC staff and the families we serve have continued to take 
forward steps together each day. We are all working together to 
make our “Home away from Home, ” a place of comfort and joy 
with each day that passes.

Parents have shared the comfort they feel as they drop their chil-
dren off in our car line, a new procedure that was anticipated with 
some stress. 

Their children have been a pure joy in the mornings and are 
happy to greet our tireless staff that are outside waiting for them 
to arrive.  And, again in the afternoons they run joyfully to 
their parent as they arrive in the parking lot to pick them up. 

At TLC we are comforted to know that our families are com-
mitted to staying safe at home, work, and socially.  As a team, 
our families and our staff have all made our children’s health 
and safety the top priority. 

Therefore, as we enter the season of Advent together let us 
remember this quote from Nehemiah 8:10, 
Do not grieve, for the JOY of the Lord is your strength.

Photos above: Outtakes from the Trinity Learning Center Halloween Parade this year, that was moved to the State House 
grounds in order to allow families the ability to socially distance.

TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY
 TRINITY LEARNING CENTER

- by Jean Knowlton

TLC
2020
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OUR KITCHEN ANGELS

Above: (From Left to Right) Noelle Faulkner, Hazel Gibson, Andrella Brunson, XXX

While the COVID-19 pandemic has brought closures and cancellations to many different areas, one 
place where the closure may have actually been a benefit was in Trinity’s kitchen. Prior to the Cathe-
dral’s campus closing, the new kitchen had just been unveiled and the staff, led by Kitchen Coordina-
tor Andrella Brunson, was just learning how to use the new equipment for Wednesday Night Suppers, 
among other events. When the campus closed in March, and then started to reopen to certain groups 
and in-person worship, that provided the Kitchen Angels with the time to practice and learn on the 
equipment without the pressure of producing meals for a large crowd. 

It gave them an opportunity to develop a rhythm while using the new kitchen—and develop a rhythm 
they have! While the campus is still technically closed, the Kitchen Angels are busily churning out cas-
seroles available for purchase each week. The price of the casserole is already low when you consider 
the amazing quality and quantity of food you receive in return, but the best part of purchasing a cas-
serole (aside from not having to cook that night!) is that your purchase helps make it possible for the 
kitchen to provide casseroles to those in need, both in our Trinity community and beyond.

While everyone in the kitchen looks forward to serving our community in-person sometime soon, 
the are just grateful for the ability to cook and provide warm meals to our membership. When we can 
finally be reunited together for a meal in Satterlee Hall, it will certainly make the meal taste that much 
more sweet.
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THE 2020 ONLINE BAZAAR :
THANK YOU!

Photos, Top to Bottom: The 2020 Bazaar Co-Chairs and Mary Weston 
(DHC President for 2020) arrange a pickup of donated items with a 
local non-profit; baskets donated by Allison Cox were a hit in the auc-
tion; the workshop transformed into the online store staging center.

Back in August, the time had come to make 
the difficult decision about whether to 
hold the Bazaar or cancel it this year due to 
COVID. The 2020 Bazaar Chairs (Gretchen 
Hope, Joy Snyder, Kristin Lowe, and Robin 
Eynon, along with DHC President Mary 
Weston) knew deep down that not holding 
some semblance of a Bazaar this year simply 
wasn’t an option. While the event may look 
much different than the Bazaar ever has 
before, the local agencies that the Bazaar 
proceeds support needed the funds in 2020 
more than ever. 

With the agencies in mind, the chairs got 
to work and moved the entirety of the Bazaar online. The 
Bazaar emerged as an online Week of Giving taking place in 
the beginning of November on Trinity’s website. With the 
help of the online sales platform Qtego, the virtual store 
contained all of the favorite booths frequented during the 
in-person Bazaars held in years past. Instead of lining the 
halls of the breezeways at the church, or filling the stage 
and tables in Satterlee Hall, the workshop became the 2020 
Bazaar battleground. Items were staged, photographed, and 
meticulously catalogued for placement in the virtual Bazaar 
store. Thanks to the generosity of Trinity’s membership, the 
pickle pantry, frozen foods, needlework, silent auction, and 
baked goods online storefronts were packed to the brim 
with goodies. 

When the online store opened on November 7, the chairs 
held their collective breath and hoped that instead of vying 
for parking downtown, people would fill their shopping carts 
online in support of the agencies who receive the Bazaar 
proceeds. The agencies chosen this year were Camp Cole 
Therapeutic Riding, MIRCI, and Serve & Connect. The chairs 
needn’t have worried so much, because thanks to our Trin-
ity community, the hope is to announce another successful 
Bazaar year and present the agencies with their grants in the 
beginning of 2021. For an event that at one point had an un-
certain future due to COVID, the Bazaar turned out to be the 
very definition of turning lemons into lemonade. The 2020 
Bazaar Chairs are forever grateful to the Trinity community 
for their part in ensuring this year’s success.



A NEW LOOK FOR 
CATHEDRAL CONNECTIONS

Cathedral Connections has come a long way since its inception. While the covers represented here 
are in no way representative of all the issues that have been produced, the Communications Com-
mittee and I are very proud of the growth and development that Connections has seen over the 
years.

One by-product of the pandemic is that producing timely publications is very difficult. Informa-
tion changes so rapidly that stories that were timely even a week ago feel as though they took 
place last year. It is always my and the Communications Committee’s goal to bring you the most 
up-to-date information and stories from our parish. For that reason, in 2021 (or as long as the 
pandemic is still underway) we will be streamlining our design format in order to “drop-in” the 
content as quickly as possible, in order to produce the magazine in a timely way and bring the 
content to you as expeditiously as possible. 

The format of the magazine has evolved over the years and continues to reach higher levels with 
each issue. Once the pandemic is in our rearview mirror, rest assured that elevating the look of 
Connections will be a priority once again. As always, thank you for reading and supporting Cathe-
dral Connections!

in the new year
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- by Jessica Umbach



As we all know, this is a very different year, and the realities of 
COVID-19 affect the way we gather, worship, and live everyday. 

With that in mind, as of press time we are still planning out the 
December Calendar in terms of events and worship opportunties that 
are both in-person and/or livestreamed from the Cathedral. As of press 
time, the following events are either still under discussion, or have 
been planned for December (an asterisk denotes a confirmed event):

 • Advent Devotional and Paint Along*: December 6

 • Elsie Lamar Annual Advent Eucharist*: December 15 

 • Christmas Lessons and Carols

 • Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist with Pageant

 • Christmas Day Holy Eucharist

 • Christmas Day Evening Prayer*

As we begin to fill out the December schedule, all information (includ-
ing registration details) will be posted on our website at the following 
page: trinitysc.org/decemberschedule. 

Bookmark that site, and check back often! We look forward to being 
with you in the safest manner possible during the month of December.
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