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These are strange times we are living in. It’s hard to know what to bring 
from our “old” lives prior to the pandemic into this new reality filled with 
days spent quarantining ourselves at home. In the communications field, 
we’ve had to find ways to reach people in the most timely way possible in 
order for the rapidly changing information to still be relevant. We all have 
had to adapt to our own versions of a new normal.

During the first weeks of closures, it became apparent that the issue we 
had planned for Spring/Summer 2020—an issue with a deadline quickly 
approaching—wasn’t going to make sense when read through a COVID-19 
colored lens. The Communications Committee and I felt strongly that 
we still wanted the magazine to continue during this time, but we knew 
it needed to look very different than what we had planned. The stories 
planned pre-pandemic are wonderful and we will definitely bring those to 
you sometime in the future. 

The feeling that this was an opportunity to inspire each other, build each 
other up, and comfort each other was too strong for us to ignore...and thus, 
this edition of Connections was born. We hope you enjoy it, and that you 
are all staying safe and healthy.

Jessica Umbach
Director of Communications

Inspiration for this issue
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A Message from Canon Grosso
Dear Friends in Christ,

“My soul waits for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning” (Ps 130.6).

Sometimes one of the most difficult things we are called upon to do is to wait. We want to 
see changes in the world, in our relationships, and in our own lives, but often we must wait 
while the process needed to bring about change plays out. We’re not sure what to do in 
the face of a challenging situation and become impatient when we have to wait to discern 
the best path forward. We struggle with a difficult or even heartbreaking circumstance we 
desperately wish would end, but find we must wait for the situation to run its course.

The COVID-19 pandemic has introduced a difficult and protracted time of waiting into our 
lives. Many now wait with longing for relief from physical infirmity and the anxiety that 
comes with battling a threatening disease. Others wait with longing for a respite from the 
long hours and hazardous conditions associated with working on the front lines of a pan-
demic. Many endure a very different kind of waiting as they look forward with impatience 
to a return to their daily schedules and familiar routines.

But one thing we sometimes overlook is the opportunity periods of waiting (especially 
enforced waiting) give to us to ensure we’re waiting for the right thing. Many of the psalms 
give voice to a desire and even a longing for the end of a period of waiting and anticipa-
tion. But something else many of the psalms do is help us recognize there can be a differ-
ence between waiting for what we want and waiting for what God wants.

I do not mean to suggest God brings about things like disease or hardship or confusion in 
our lives simply for the purpose of making us wait. Rather, I’m suggesting any time we find 
ourselves waiting we have the opportunity to surrender ourselves to God and thereby offer 
our pain, our impatience, and our confusion to him. So in this period of waiting, this period 
of uncertainty and anxiety and even suffering, let us pray for the grace to wait upon the 
Lord, for it is by doing so that we become “living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God” 
(Rom 12.1) and thereby witness to the power of the new life given to us in our risen Lord, 
Jesus Christ.

“For God alone my soul waits in silence” (Ps 62.1).

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Andrew Grosso, PhD
Acting Dean
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Above: Trinity’s Kitchen Director Andrella Brunson holding one of hundreds of casseroles 
she and volunteers have made and delivered to parishioners and others in need

Heart of the Kitchen
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From her home’s “Command Central,” 
Andrella continues to serve. She still 
phones in orders for groceries and supplies, 
and remotely orchestrates a small number 
of volunteers to cook in Trinity’s kitchen 
as needs arise. Led by a seasoned regular, 
this “skeleton crew” has made hundreds of 
chicken-and-rice casseroles and batches of 
spaghetti since the beginning of quarantine. 
They freeze what’s not used to be readily 
available. This, Andrella reminds us, is just 
a continuation of Trinity’s longtime kitchen 
ministry. It’s a ministry that—unbeknownst 
to many—has always cooked meals for the 
sick, the elderly, and needy parishioners.  

During the pandemic, her team has deliv-
ered homemade meals to Trinity members 
with compromised health and other limita-
tions, as well as to Killingsworth and Home-
less No More families. Anyone who’s eaten 
her food knows only too well Andrella’s in-
sistence on freshness and taste. One exam-
ple is her easy spinach pie recipe.  Andrella 
says her favorite “secret ingredient” is Spice 
Island’s Beau Monde seasoning.  It’s one se-
cret, she says, she shares with no hesitation. 

We all know Andrella Brunson shares 
much more than that—she shares her heart 
and talent to uplift spirits and delight taste 
buds. When we take a first bite of Andrel-
la’s creations, we share a collective sigh of 
satisfaction—and thanksgiving.

Andrella’s Easy Spinach Pie 
9” frozen deep dish pie shell
1 lb. fresh spinach
1 lb. feta (crumbled if available)
Grated parmesan cheese
½ sweet onion minced
2 eggs
½ - ¾ cup milk
½ red or yellow sweet pepper
Olive oil
½ tsp. Beau Monde seasoning by Spice Islands
Salt and pepper to taste

Pierce pie crust, line with parchment, use dried 
beans to weight. Pre-bake crust per instruc-
tions, and set aside.

Lightly sauté fresh spinach in small batches in 
olive oil
Drain all liquid from spinach
Sauté onion
Mix spinach and onion in a bowl
Toss with salt, pepper and Beau Monde

Sprinkle bottom of baked crust with feta and 
parmesan
Spoon spinach/onion mixture on top
Pour milk and beaten egg mixture over all
Slice sweet red pepper into strips, arrange in a 
sunbeam pattern
Sprinkle all again with parmesan

Bake @ 350º for approximately 40 minutes

- by Susan Craig
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“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord; plans for welfare, not evil; 
plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

This verse has application for us today, as it shows us God is faithful to his  promises. We 
can trust him and be content in our present trials. God’s whole world is together in this 
current crisis, but this struggle will not last forever. The modern interpretation of Jeremiah 
29:11 reveals to us the amazing hope we have through Jesus Christ.  

This is the message I shared with our teachers as we have struggled with our feelings over 
being closed, missing the families we serve, and worrying about their situations.  To deal 
with and ease these conflicting feelings, our creative teachers have stayed engaged with 
our families daily.  

From our infant teachers who have stayed in contact with their families in the Nursery 
Hall, to our Preschool families, and all the way up to our After-School families: daily mes-
sages, videos, lesson plans through Zoom conferences and more have enabled Trinity 
Learning Center to stay connected to those we serve.

- by Jean Knowlton

Near Right: Two 
sisters send a sweet 
chalk message 
to their teacher, 
Mrs. Panna

Far Right: TLC 
Director Jean 
Knowlton (left) and 
Mrs. Sakina (right) pay 
a visit to a TLC stu-
dent’s house during 
the center’s closure

Near Left: 
Parents keep in 
touch by sending 
pictures of their 
children to the 
teachers who 
miss seeing them 
each day

Far Left:
TLC Teacher Mrs. 
Panna drops off 
home activities for 
students during 
the closure

Trinity Learning Center
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You may expect some new safety features at 
Still Hopes, but some may surprise you. As of 
press time, thanks to early planning and quick 
action by the Board and Administration, we 
have had no cases or symptoms of COVID-19 
on campus.

Here’s what life is like for residents:
Dining-in was eliminated early at both dining 
rooms.  We order meals by phone and pick 
them up or have them delivered—same deli-
cious standard!

We observe a maximum of ten people in any 
room, six feet apart.  While not restricted 
to our apartments or cottages, residents are 
asked to wear a mask or face covering when 
off campus. 

Family, friends, and others from off-campus 
are not allowed inside our buildings.  Deliver-
ies are met at the lobby entrance by staff, and 
packages are wiped down and then delivered 
to apartments.  

The Wellness Center is closed. Services in 
Chapel of the Holy Spirit have been sus-
pended, and Sunday worship is streamed live. 
Regularly scheduled exercise sessions are 
streamed and posted online.  Residents in li-
censed care areas are isolated from other resi-
dents, so staff facilitates FaceTime for them.

The CEO and staff have done an exceptional 
job with communication and in making life as 
safe, smooth, cheerful, and enjoyable 
as possible.

Other initiatives provide delightful surprises:
We’ve had live music concerts on the lawn at 
various locations at different times. 

An “Easter Parade” was organized by resi-
dents’ family members before the governor’s 
restrictions. Led by a baby blue ‘62 
convertible, a line of vehicles sported people 

wearing hats, waving scarves, tooting horns, and 
even wearing a bunny suit, shouting “Still Hopes 
Strong,” and ”We Love Residents!”

Residents Ella and Karl 
Pfaehler coordinated 
a project of making 
face masks and pro-
tective gowns. More 
than thirty volunteer 
residents working at 
tables in the Art Room, 
the main hall and the 
Atrium turned stacks 
of freshly laundered 
donated fabric into 
expertly constructed 
masks (1036) and 
gowns (160)!  These 
will enhance the sup-
ply of protective wear 
and allow masks to be 
provided to residents.

As we all acclimate to 
a new normal, Trinity 
parishioners at Still 
Hopes feel doubly 
well cared for. We say 
our Eastertide Alleluias 
with our parish family 
and appreciate access 
to Sunday services, 
Daily Offices, online 
Formation offerings, and other resources. The Tid-
ings keeps us up to date.  

Clergy, lay chaplains, cathedral staff, lay leader-
ship, and formation leaders have our admiration 
as well as thanks for their loving ministries.  Trinity 
remains an important part of our life at Still Hopes; 
and we send our thanks for the splendid work of 
so many.

Above: The Easter Parade through Still Hopes brought 
cheer while still observing social distancing measures

  Update from Still Hopes
- by Eleanor Whitehead
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Maggie Leventis
Hi! My name is Maggie Leventis, and I 
am in the Girls’ Choir at church and I try 
to participate in all the fun youth activi-
ties Trinity offers. This time of quarantine 
for me has been stressful in some ways but 
also quite relaxing. I have found new ways 
to worship, such as Zoom EYC and Bible 
study, as well as livestreamed services with 
my family. I have also 
renewed some of my 
old practices like Bible 
journaling that I don’t 
always make time for 
during the school year. 
All of these activities 
have helped me stay 
connected to God and 
grow in my faith while 
still social distancing 
and staying home! 
 
Some other things I 
have done to keep my 
sanity are work with in-
door plants, rearrange 
my room, go walking or running, and plant 
a garden with my Dad. My indoor plant 
collection has doubled during quarantine. 
I have propagated my plants from other 
plants around the house. Bringing living 
things inside helps me feel calm and con-
nected to the rest of the world during this 
crazy time. I am placing some of my new 
plants around my newly rearranged room.

While rearranging, I have moved a book-
shelf, replaced an old, tiny desk, swapped 
a doll cabinet for a bookshelf, and traded 

up to a bigger bed. It feels so great and is 
an exciting thing to do, especially when 
it’s raining outside. The project is ongo-
ing and is helping me cope with being 
quarantined all day, every day. When it’s 
not raining, I enjoy doing things outside 
like walking or running (while still social 
distancing) and planting a garden. My 
Dad and I have a longstanding tradition of 

planting a garden togeth-
er every year on Good 
Friday. This year, it looks 
like we will be around 
to tend to it and enjoy it 
fully. We planted some 
marigolds, tomatoes, 
lavender, bracteantha, 
and mint. We also tried 
to start some seeds we 
had on hand (although it 
is way too late and they 
probably won’t sprout). 
 
Currently, I am on spring 
break, which I thought 
was going to be terrible 

without anything to do all day. It’s actu-
ally quite relaxing and nice to be able to 
do whatever, whenever. No matter what 
happens with the rest of this time in quar-
antine, I feel that I have a good routine 
and system going and I have almost found 
myself looking forward to the next day, 
even though the quarantine continues. I 
still hope it ends soon, because I do miss 
live church, choir, and seeing my friends 
at school instead of just texting them.

Hoping your quarantine has been as sur-
prisingly painless as mine has been!

 Above: Maggie Leventis at Eagle Rock during the Kanuga Parish Retreat this winter

Reflections on Our Times
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Lucy Mills Sammataro
Even in challenging times, we have 
come together to support each 
other from a distance. This 
time at home has been full of 
new experiences such as on-
line school, church, and fam-
ily chats. At first, the sudden 
change to an isolated society 
was hard for me to adapt to, 
but without sports and extend-
ed school days, I have been 
blessed with the opportunity to 
shift my focus away from 
daily distractions. 

Through this experience, I have had amaz-
ing quality time with God. I have used 
this opportunity of isolation to strengthen 
my relationship with God, and I wish the 
best to everyone who has been affected by 
COVID-19. I encourage everyone to use this 
quiet time to grow with God and strengthen 
your faith, for it is stated, “I am the Lord 
your God who takes hold of your right hand 
and says to you ‘Do not fear; I will help 
you’” (Isaiah 41:13). Be still and listen. 

Calvert Klopp
Since February, The Ark Study Group has 
been reading Richard Rohr’s latest book, 
The Universal Christ. Normally we meet at 
Trinity, but we are now meeting via Zoom. 
We share concerns, prayers, and how this 
book has brought a deeper understanding 
of The Christ to our lives. We’ve also shared 
a lot of our feelings during this time of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

There is a passage early in the book that 
has been floating around in my head, try-
ing to get my attention...and it’s because of 

the sadness that I have been 
experiencing. Rohr speaks of 
a universal joy (he uses the 
wonderful term, “fullness”) as 
well as universal sadness...that 
with Christ, we participate in a 
life of “both/ands” not “either/
ors.”  The more we can open 
ourselves to non-dualistic 
thinking, the more we can 
enter into an expanded world-

view of both/ands! There is, indeed, sadness 
and suffering, grief and deep anxieties...and 
there is also deep fullness and joy.  

Rohr’s words continue to speak to me and 
The Ark Group, and maybe they will for 
others:

“We only know the Christ through observ-
ing and honoring the depth of our own 
human experience. When you can honor 
and receive your own moment of sadness 
or fullness as a gracious participation in the 
eternal sadness or fullness of God, you are 
beginning to recognize yourself as a partici-
pating member of this one universal Body. 
You are moving from I to We.”

Top: Lucy Mills Sammataro shares a selfie
Right: A mid-April Ark Group meeting via Zoom

Reflections on Our Times
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pass the time and make the time when we will 
see each other again so much sweeter.”

For this year’s Easter, youth groups discussed 
Easter as resurrection and a new beginning—a 
beginning that is reflected in the world’s current 
situation. To build on the symbolism, Addie 

sent each participating family a 
packet of mustard seeds. As the 
youth Bible study groups progress 
through the Easter season, the 
youth will study the book of Acts 
while also growing their mustard 
seeds. Tapp says the groups will 
discuss how Christianity took a 
long time to develop into what 
we recognize now. “The mustard 
seeds,” she says, “will represent 

the growth of the church, 
and in turn, the growth 
and rebirth of Trinity as 
we face the challenges 
of the coronavirus.” Tapp 
cites the book of Luke as 
inspiration for her Easter 
ministry: “Then Jesus 
asked, ‘what is the king-
dom of God like? What 
shall I compare it to? It 
is like a mustard seed, 

which a man took and planted in his garden. It 
grew and became a tree, and the birds perched 
in its branches’” (Luke 13:18-19).

Addie says she views this Easter season opti-
mistically. “I see it as a real opportunity for Trin-
ity’s youth to journey with early Christians in a 
way they never have before while we all come 
together during this difficult time.”

Youth Ministry
- by Laura Kotti

Top: Meeting at Panera Bread for Bible Study, before the pandemic
Bottom: Bible Studies currently take place via Zoom conferences

No one could have predicted the worldwide 
impact of the coronavirus, but then again no 
one could have predicted the impact of the 
first Easter. “This Easter season may be the 
closest we will ever get to celebrating that first 
Easter the way it originally happened,” says 
Director of Youth Ministry Addie Tapp. “The 
first Easter was quiet and under-
ground, and this is an opportu-
nity to celebrate Easter in the way 
the apostles did.”

In reaction to the coronavirus, 
Addie has shifted Bible study, 
which is the biggest and most 
consistent event for youth, to 
an online format. “Ordinarily, 
we meet early in the morning at 
Panera bread, but now 
we use video conferenc-
ing to meet and talk.” 
Addie says the Bible 
study groups begin with 
a devotional and dis-
cussion of the weekly 
Bible verse as they did 
when in person, but 
the groups now also 
offer even more. Youth 
ministry volunteer Corie 
White says, “We have Zoom Bible study with 
our middle school girls where we catch up on 
how they are doing in school, with being stuck 
at home, and their general wellbeing.” White 
says the virtual aspect of the youth groups 
has actually enhanced their spiritual goals. “It 
definitely looks different,” White says, “but be-
ing able to connect and share little bits of hope 
that we’ve found in our day or week has helped 
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Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

COVID-19 has brought remarkable changes 
to all our lives. Alright, that may be an un-
derstatement, but there are many things for 
those with young children at home that have 
remained the same. Education has continued 
at the speed of “Zoom,” meals are still being 
prepared, laundry has not ceased, extracur-
ricular activities have continued, but along 
with all of this “sameness” have come an 
abundance of blessings!

Blessing one: Education has continued. If this 
pandemic had occurred 12 years ago, would 
children be hitting the benchmarks they are 
today? I have heard of many whose reading 
levels have taken off because of the extra 
time to focus on reading skills.  

Blessing two: Meals are served, but now at 
the table and as a family. That blessing needs 
no further discussion, and may it continue!

Blessing three: Laundry continues. Many 
families will be blessed in the future by these 
young children learning to fold and put away 
laundry along with other household skills 
developed along the way from the hamper to 
the drawers.

Blessing 4: Extracurricular activities have 
continued.  The number of children learning 
to ride a bike, being potty trained, painting, 
and using their untapped imagination has 
been remarkable over the last few weeks. 
This may not look like the typical baseball 
extra-curricular, for example, but these skills 
will last a lifetime.

But where is Jesus in all of this? Just where he 
was yesterday, three weeks ago, 2000 years 
ago. He is steadfast in all that COVID-19 
thought it could change. The children are 

coming together weekly to sing God’s 
praises, learn about every step Jesus took in 
Holy Week and experience object lessons 
on forgiveness.  Many have entered into a 
new, fresh relationship with Jesus just by 
having a few extra moments each week to 
open their Bible. Children and families are 
walking through the book of Acts together 
and some are simply taking a look up into 
that big, bright, blue sky and feeling His 
warmth on their face.

Even though it may seem so much has 
changed, don’t miss the blessings in things 
that haven’t changed or in those areas 
which needed to change. What changes 
will remain at the end of this journey; tun-
ing in to Morning Prayer, placing a Bible 
verse in your yard or sketching one on the 
sidewalk, sending a letter to grandparents 
and reaching out to our neighbors, tak-
ing family walks? What will stay the same, 
today and forever?

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever. 

Children’s Ministry
- by Bibs Babson

Above Left: Kelly and Wade Bunch with a message for 
fellow Sunday School families
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In times of uncertainty, there are moments 
of beauty that bring peace to all of us and 
serve as a reminder of the special times 
that we know are ahead. In a conversation 
with Katie Gatch, Chorister Program Man-
ager and Assistant Choirmaster, she shares 
the unique ways the choir continues to 
serve the church and the planning going 
on behind the scenes to bring Trinity the 
joy of music when we need it most.

We feel blessed to get to see you often 
during the live-stream services…how are 
you preparing for these services?

The music we’ve been preparing has most-
ly been repertoire that we love and know 
well. Personally, I have been focused on 
practicing the readings for the service! I 
have a new, deeper respect for our regu-
lar lectors in church. Additionally, we are 
recording another full choir piece soon 
such as “This Joyful Eastertide,” for Easter 
Sunday. That came together so nicely.

How are online rehearsals and meetings 
being handled right now?  

Our online meetings with the Boys’ Choir, 
Girls’ Choir and Adults are taking the shape 
of meetings with a little bit of music. It can 
be difficult to rehearse and sing together via 
Zoom, so we usually have a period of “talk 
time,” when people can share good things 
about their lives right now and also ask for 
prayers for things that aren’t going well. I 
know the kids enjoy it and are happy to be 
able to warm up their voices at least once a 
week. 

What are you missing the most from your 
daily routine?

I really miss being in an ensemble. I have 
been so lucky to be able to participate in 
worship at church thus far, but it just isn’t the 
same without my fellow choir members. I 
also miss seeing the kids. Their sense of com-
munity with one another is always inspiring 
and uplifting. I do miss their energy! I miss 
learning new music and challenging myself 
and the kids to use their music literacy to 
learn something new. 

From the Choir

Above: Katie Gatch’s solo during the livestream on Easter 
Right: Katie warms up before a service is filmed

- by Maryanne Belser
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Have you witnessed any “blessings in dis-
guise,” or has any good news come from this 
difficult time?

It has been fun to hear from parents of 
choristers that they’re getting the chance to 
listen in on music lessons when they normal-
ly wouldn’t really be able to experience it. I 
have loved hearing the parents be (funnily) 
surprised at the musical skills of their children. 

Everyone in the congregation sees the finished prod-
uct—the song that sounds beautiful that the kids 
make look easy. People rarely get to see the work that 
goes into each piece. These kids aren’t just talented—
they’re disciplined musicians! 

Have you observed any other experiences in this 
new reality?

Holy Week in an empty church was such an odd 
experience, but somehow I FELT that so many people 
were worshipping with us. At the same time, without 
the distractions of a packed church and 
a 50-person choir, I found myself hav-
ing a unique spiritual experience. 

I’m thankful for that personal experi-
ence because I know a lot of people 
won’t know what that felt like, and I, 
too, might not get that exact feeling 
ever again. The Lord works in mysteri-
ous ways! 
          * * * * *
For the Choir program at Trinity Cathe-
dral, the rehearsals and services may 
look different, but the program continues to serve our 
community and choristers in ways that bring comfort. 
We are thankful for everything the Music Program 
brings to all of our lives—at the Cathedral or from 
our own homes.  

From the Choir

Top: Trinity’s choir groups meet via Zoom
Middle: Hill and Heyward Belser during a 
choir Zoom meeting
Bottom: The Music Department at Trinity 
has found new apps to use, including the 
app Acappella pictured here, to be able to 
sing together while they’re apart
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In 1918, the United States was beginning 
its second year as a participant in World 
War I. At camps located near Greenville, 
Spartanburg, and Columbia, the U.S. 
Army was training thousands of young 
men for combat in Europe. Columbians 
welcomed the soldiers. Trinity sponsored 
Wednesday evening receptions with 
entertainment and light refreshments.

The concentration of so many men in 
tight quarters led to the outbreak of dis-
ease. During 1917, measles, diphtheria, and mumps swept the camps and infected resi-
dents of nearby towns. More ominous, near the end of 1917, was an outbreak of menin-
gitis that quickly spread from the camps to civilians. State health officials were alarmed as 
the number of cases grew and issued guidelines for quarantines.

By early February, Columbia’s Board of Health reported twelve cases of meningitis in the 
city, four in the suburbs, and three deaths. Acting on state guidelines, city officials an-
nounced a policy to halt the spread of the disease. On February 4, The State newspaper 
reported, “All places of public gathering were to be closed,” including “Theaters, Schools, 
Churches, Dance Halls and Pool Rooms.”

As was the custom, news of women’s organizations were regularly reported. Under the 
headline “Trinity Women’s Lenten Plans,” the paper noted that the “Daughters of the Holy 
Cross will be deprived of at least the first of their usual Lenten meetings.” That year Ash 
Wednesday was February 13 and the quarantine applied to all church gatherings.

During the second week of Lent, on February 21, the quarantine was lifted for “Grown 
Persons.” All schools were to remain closed. Children under the age of 16 were not per-
mitted to attend pubic gatherings (that included church). The hope was that if the city 
went five days without any new cases that the quarantine on children would be “lifted 
automatically.” However, until that time, the quarantines “would not be lifted on schools 
and Sunday Schools.” Several weeks later the ban on children attending public gatherings 
was lifted.

Trinity’s receptions for soldiers were discontinued during the meningitis outbreak, but later 
in the spring the congregation welcomed men in uniform on Saturday evening. Following 
Sunday services, dinner was provided for servicemen who had attended church.
While public officials were imposing quarantines and closing churches, there was no no-
ticeable reaction from Columbia’s church-going folks. 

Trinity in 1918
- by Walter Edgar
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In fact, while the Vestry met regularly during this period, there is no mention whatsoever 
of church closing, banning children under 16 years old from church services, or closing 
Sunday school.

In July 1918, The Reverend Kirkman Finlay, Trinity’s beloved 
rector, took a leave of absence to work with the YMCA in 
support of American troops in Europe. He was gone for 
seventeen months. During the rector’s absence, a number of 
different clergy conducted service—most notably The Rever-
end Edwin A. Penick, who agreed to serve as interim rector 
until Finlay returned.

The first cases of what was called the Spanish Influenza 
in the state were reported in September. By the end of the 
month, Camp Sevier in Greenville was under total quaran-
tine and cases had been reported at Camp Jackson.

Columbia City Council announced a quarantine, effective 
October 5, in order “to combat the epidemic of influenza 
which is beginning to spread in the city in threatening pro-
portions.” Churches, theaters, Sunday schools, moving pic-
ture houses, and poolrooms were closed. The quarantine “applied to social gatherings 
such as tea parties, whist parties, children’s birthday parties, and similar gatherings.” The 
quarantine order also covered the meetings of “secret” and fraternal organizations.

There were no church services or Sunday school classes at Trinity at all during October. 
The entertaining of servicemen was also discontinued. A statewide quarantine went into 
effect on October 7 and among the casualties was the 1918 State Fair that was cancelled.

The quarantine was lifted on Sunday, November 3 for churches and Sunday schools. It was 
announced that “soda fountains and picture shows and other places of amusement and 
recreation” would be open on Monday.

There were three services at Trinity on that first Sunday: Holy Communion at 8 am; Morn-
ing Prayer and sermon (“The Relation of Outward Circumstances to Peace of Heart and 
Mind”) at 11:15 am; and an evening service, followed by a special music presentation 
at 8 pm.

During the Spanish Influenza epidemic there were 170,000 cases reported in the state 
with 7,400 deaths—4,274 in October. A check of the church records for 1915-1919 does 
not indicate any increase in deaths during 1918. And, with the exception of a mention 
about resuming receptions for soldiers in November 1918, the Vestry did not discuss the 
matter at all.

Trinity in 1918

Opposite: Trinity Episcopal Church circa 1907
Above: The Reverend Edwin A. Penick, interim rector during Finlay’s leave of absence
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As of press time, the Cathedral campus is closed and services are being held virtually. On 
Mondays and Fridays each week, the building is also completely closed to any staff that 
has still needed to come into the office during this time. Most of the staff is working from 
home, while some still need to be there daily; others come in as needed. 

For example, our Clergy and Music Department have been 
in to film services and take care of other duties that require 
they be present on campus. Our Finance Department has 
been coming in routinely to make sure that the duties their 
department needs to fulfill are still being met, even during a 
pandemic. Our Sextons are still working, and making sure 
the building is maintained while far fewer people are present 
each day. Fewer people coming in means that when things 
like a leak from a water pipe on the Sunday School floor takes 
place (as happened a couple weeks ago), there is no one 
around to spot the issue early, to catch potential damage.

Even though the Cathedral is closed, there are some everyday practices that still need to 
continue, and the Sextons and other staff are taking precautions to protect themselves and 
others while carrying out their daily duties. Face masks, disposable gloves, and hand sani-
tizer abound among the people still present at the Cathedral during this time. 

If you’ve watched an online service recently, 
you may wonder what it looks like behind the 
scenes. The process has evolved from a single, 
small camera to a multi-camera setup that re-
quires a “control room” based in the Sacristy 
in order to operate. This equipment and con-
figuration allows us to record and then send 
our feed anywhere we want it to go! There 
are wires and tripods set up in places that will 
look extremely out of place to anyone who is 
used to seeing the Cathedral pre-pandemic. 

Rest assured, this setup is only temporary during the closure. We’re hard at work to find 
permanent installation places for the cameras so that we’re ready whenever we can have 
everyone back in the pews on Sundays.

The hurdles that social distancing presents are ever-changing, both for streaming services 
and for our daily practices in our roles at the Cathedral. We appreciate the support and 
gratitude we have received for the work being done during this time. Above all, everyone 
at Trinity eagerly awaits the day that we can be together as a congregation again in person. 
Until that day comes, we are grateful to be able to “see” you online.

- by Jessica Umbach

Cathedral Operations

Above Right: Cameras and wires running everywhere! Bottom Left: Our “central command” station from the Sacristy16



While you’re quarantined at home 
right now, are you hearing calls 
coming from your closets, attics, and 
basements? Are the boxes with items 
you had intentions of going through 
later getting louder during all this time 
spent at home, or maybe you have 
rooms just begging to be cleaned out 
and organized? One positive that has 
come from staying at home right now 
is that rooms or areas that you had al-
ways intended to clean out may finally 
be getting some attention. 

Once you clean out your spaces, please 
consider donating those items to the Ba-
zaar! While our April drop-off date had to 
be cancelled, we are looking forward to 
the future dates we have planned in the 
coming months where you can offload all 
of the items you are looking to clear out 
of your house—and help the Bazaar at 
the same time. If any upcoming dates also 
require cancellation, we will let you know 
as soon as possible through the Tidings 
and the Bazaar’s social media pages. 

Future Bazaar drop-off dates are July 25, 
August 22, September 26, October 31. All 
drop-offs take place at Trinity in the main 
parking lot. Bring your donations anytime 
between 9 am and 12 pm.

Do you have an item that is too large to bring by car during one of the Saturday 
dates at Trinity, or any other questions about donations? Contact Kristin Lowe, 
one of the four Bazaar co-chairs for 2020, at kristinlowe83@gmail.com.
 

Bazaar Check-in
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