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Megan and Lawson Smith’s wedding, and later vow renewal. Photos by Lerina Winter
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Fall
Happenings
funerals, weddings, and other major life events 
happening in the lives of those who worship 
with us. With the search for our Canon Pastor 
now complete (welcome, Canon Hartley!) and 
Covid restrictions ever lessening, we are very 
pleased to share that a new email, From the 
Parish Registry, has been created and will be 
sent out around the first of each month. This 
email will contain information regarding new-
comers, weddings, births and deaths for the 
previous 30 days at Trinity. Send Jessica Um-
bach (jumbach@trinitysc.org) a note to opt-in.

———————————————————
A Visit from Presiding Bishop Curry
We are very excited to share that The Most Rev-
erend Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop, will 
be visiting Trinity 
on the weekend 
of October 31. At 
present, details 
are being dis-
cussed and plans 
are being made, 
but please mark 
the weekend in 
your calendar now and plan to be on campus. 
We will share updates, announcements, and 
the schedule for the weekend as information is 
available at trinitysc.org/presidingbishopvisit. 
We are looking forward to welcoming Presid-
ing Bishop Curry to campus this fall!

A Note from Jessica
This issue is packed, which must mean things 
are getting back to normal around campus! 

Personally, I can’t wait. As much as I love the 
summer months and the fun that comes along 
with them, right around mid-August every year, 
I find myself craving the schedule and routines 
that the fall months bring. This year, I find that 
feeling even more amplified, as we return to 
our practices and traditions that had been put 
on pause due to the pandemic. It feels like a 
“super fall” is upon us, a chance to pick up 
where we left off before we ever even heard the 
term COVID-19.

September 12 will be a wonderful day at Trin-
ity. It is the start of our “program year” which 
means the start of our fall worship schedule, 
adult formation, children’s Sunday school, and 
all the fun things that come along with getting 
back to our routines. It will also be the offi-
cial start to a fall season packed with exciting 
events taking place at Trinity. I can’t wait to see 
everyone on campus again. Welcome Home!

———————————————————

From the Parish Registry
Keeping up with the important events in the
lives of our fellow parishioners is so important. 
We know that restrictions caused by Covid, as 
well as the search for a Canon for Pastoral Care, 
made it somewhat difficult to find out about
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Every fall is exciting at Trinity Cathedral. Sum-
mer travel tapers off, school resumes, more and 
more folks come to church each week, and our 
full schedule of worship, formation, and service 
returns in force. The fall is always special.

But the fall of 2021 is different. If the return of 
the full fall schedule is special every year, how 
much more will it be this year, when we have 
endured lockdowns and strict regulations since 
early 2020? If the resumption of formation class-
es for children, youth, and adults always brings 
a burst of new energy, how much more in this 
year, when we have had to make do with Zoom 
sessions and socially distanced Bible studies for 
18 months? If the opportunity to serve others 
in the name of Christ our Lord always blesses 
us with new focus and firmness in our mission, 
how much more in this year, when our service 
to the lowly and the least—and our care for one 
another—has been complicated by a global 
pandemic afflicting us all?

Fall of 2021 is unlike any other we have ever 
known. And not simply because we are all eager 
to put COVID-19 and its hardships behind us—
in spite of the ongoing threat posed by variants 
and low vaccination rates. But 2021 is special 
because we feel the Spirit of God moving at 
Trinity Cathedral. Cherished traditions are be-
ing given new meaning and momentum. Fresh 
initiatives and ideas are gathering strength and 
transforming lives. Loving fellowship is growing 
week by week, and so is our Cathedral Parish.

The Lord God of abundant life is palpably pres-
ent in the life we share together here. And the 
Wardens, Vestry, Canons, staff, and I are all striv-
ing, in every decision we make and program we 
promote, to follow where the Lord is leading.

That means we will be doing some things dif-
ferently this fall. Formation offerings begin, as 
usual, on the Sunday after Labor Day: Sunday, 
September 12. But on the first Sunday of each 

month, in place 
of classes at 10:00 
am, we will share 
fellowship for all 
ages in Satterlee 
Hall. Wednesday 
night gatherings 
resume on Wednes-
day, September 15. 
But instead of the 
standard round of 
Wednesday night suppers and programming, 
we will vary month to month this fall with 
opportunities to celebrate feast days, share 
meals, and simply be together as a Parish fam-
ily.

We have also made plans at every Sunday 
liturgy in the months of September and Oc-
tober to celebrate those who support and 
uphold our common life through their Chris-
tian service in worship, formation, fellowship, 
service, and care. Each week we will commis-
sion, bless, and send forth our fellow parishio-
ners to do the work that God has called them 
to do. And these months of celebration will 
culminate on October 31 with a visit by the 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the 
Most Reverend Michael Curry.

Truly, the fall of 2021 will be like no other at 
Trinity Cathedral. For that, I give all thanks 
and glory to God our Father, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, and the Holy Spirit our Comforter. We 
have been blessed with abundant life in this 
holy place. Indeed, there’s only one thing we 
need to make this fall perfect: you! Commit 
now to full and faithful participation in the 
life of Trinity in the days ahead. Invite your 
friends, bring your family, share the news: 
God is alive in this place, and we are alive in 
him!

From Dean Boston
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also want to recognize and thank all of our cur-
rent Legacy Builders; their names will also be 
listed in the folders provided after the service.

At the Celebration, coffee, lemonade, and other 
beverages will be available, along with a deli-
cious variety of foods appropriate for an outdoor 
brunch. All food and beverage selections will be 
sure to appeal to all ages in attendance , includ-
ing adults, teenagers, and young children.

Many parishioners have shared the desire for 
time for fellowship with their Trinity friends who 
they missed seeing during the pandemic. A va-
riety of entertainment, featuring age-appropriate 
games and other activities, will be available for 
children and teenagers. 

Please pray for a beautiful, sunny day for our 
Trinity Legacy Sunday Celebration. In the case of 
rain, we will move to Satterlee Hall and the Stir-
ling Room. We can’t wait to celebrate with you!
  

—SUSIE VANHUSS & PATTI TROTTER

The Trinity Foundation is excited to announce 
the first Legacy Sunday Celebration, following 
the 10 am service on August 29. The celebration 
will take place under the oaks on the Cathedral 
Lawn. Please join us! 

Trinity Legacy Sunday was created through the 
cooperative efforts of Dean Boston and the Trin-
ity Foundation. Trinity Legacy Sunday will be 
held on the last Sunday before Labor Day each 
year. After the 10 am service on August 29, fol-
low the bagpiper to a festive celebration de-
signed to welcome home Trinity family members 
of all ages.

A unique feature of the Legacy Sunday service is 
to pay respects to all deceased Trinity members 
and  also to thank the families of the benefactors 
to the Foundation. The Foundation has records 
of bequests received from 2015  through present, 
plus the Tom Vernon bequest in 2009. The list of 
bequests will be shared in the folders provided 
after the service. We sincerely hope that those 
of you who have records of bequests from de-
ceased members of your family will share them 
with us so that we can pay respect to them by 
name in future Legacy Sunday services. We
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Trinity Legacy Sunday

Legacy Builders, past through present. From left to right: Betty Brandon, N. 
Welsh Morrisette, Rhett Wolfe, Phil & Allison Love, The Lee Family (Patrick, 
Clark, Thomas, JP, Katherine).
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TRINITY LEGACY

SUNDAY
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 2021
DURING THE 10 AM SERVICE 
WITH A CELEBRATION TO FOLLOW 
ON THE CATHEDRAL LAWN

FIRST ANNUAL
TRINITY LEGACY SUNDAY

Follow the bagpiper after the 10 am service onto the
Cathedral Lawn for food, fun, and fellowship!  

visit trinitysc.org/legacysunday for more information 
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On Saturday, September 25, election of the ninth Bishop of Upper South Carolina will 
take place at Trinity Cathedral. Here is a brief overview of the process so far, and the 
plans for the election.
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Bishop Election

Melissa Langford, Co-Chair
The Rev’d Grant B. Wiseman, Co-Chair
The Rev’d Raphiell Ashford
The Rev’d Scotty Brock
Mr. John Cantey

Ms. Shawn Dunham
Ms. Lillian Hardaway
The Rev’d Charles Jenkins
The Rev’d Mia C. McDowell
Mr. Larry Moore

June 6, 2020: Bishop Waldo announces his resignation and the call for a search for 
the Ninth Bishop of Upper South Carolina.

September 2020: The Nominating Committee is announced:

november 2020: The Nominating Committee releases a survey to the Diocese, which is then used to cre-
ate a Diocesan Profile to assist in the search for the next Bishop.

January 2021: Nominations and applications for canonically qualified priests or bishops are requested 
by the Nominating Committee. The Committee receives all applications and reviews them.

april 2021: The Committee sends out an announcement regarding their work over the prior three 
months. They describe the careful process of “discernment and rigorous evaluation” and a timeline for the 
following months. They narrow the pool of applicants and begin to conduct interviews.

may 2021: The Committee plans a retreat to review the candidates from the smaller pool they have cre-
ated. After the retreat, their discernment will focus on finalizing a slate of applicants.

June 2021: The retreat takes place with the Committee and Bishop applicants in attendance. The goal for 
the retreat is to produce a slate of candidates. Also in June, the process for nominating an applicant by 
petition is approved, meaning that people can nominate a candidate who were not recommended by 
the slate process.

auguSt 2021: The slate of applicants will be announced after approval from the Standing Committee.

September 25, 2021: The Election of the Ninth Bishop of Upper South Carolina will take place at Trinity on 
Saturday, September 25, at 9 am in the Cathedral. The election will be livestreamed at trinitysc.org/live 
that day as well. Throughout the convention, a prayer vigil will be held in Keenan Chapel.
For more information, including information about how to vote, the slate of candidates (when available), 
and other important details for the election, please visit trinitysc.org/bishopelection.

       —JESSICA UMBACH

Ms. Susan Pretulak
The Rev’d Patricia Sexton
Mr. West Summers
Ms. Corliss Wise
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Staff Spotlight
Nancy Gibbons

Nancy Gibbons has an eye for detail. After spot-
ting a non-italicized B in Benedictus in a recent 
bulletin, she stopped the press. She returned to 
her computer to correct the file, refor-
matted it for Trinity’s printer, then over-
saw the three-hour printing process. “It 
would have bothered me,” she smiles. 
That’s the kind of attention Nancy, As-
sistant for Worship and Liturgy since 
2019, has brought to her role at Trinity, 
and one of the many reasons we will 
miss having her on staff!

Each Tuesday, Nancy would compile 
and input content for Trinity’s Sunday 
bulletins, including liturgical 
sequence, scripture, prayers, 
music citations, and parish 
announcements.  Nancy sees 
Trinity’s bulletin as more than 
paper. In her words: “Every-
thing we do to enable people 
to participate fully and be 
drawn closer to God in wor-
ship is important.” It’s this 
belief, she says, that has made 
her job rewarding, and that 
she will miss as she moves on to her new position 
as a choir director at a new church.

Raised in New Jersey, Nancy met her husband 
Rick when both were members of a community 
chorus. She received her BA in music education 
from Ohio’s Wittenberg University. In 1988, Rick’s 
job brought the couple to Lexington, where they 
raised three now-grown children. Before joining 
Trinity’s staff, Nancy served 15 years as Director of 
Music at Pilgrim Church Lutheran, giving her an 
understanding of liturgy and church practice. 

Each week, Nancy gathered the lections from 
different resources and keyed them into an In-
Design file. The Prayers of the People are then 

added, along with notes provided 
by music staff. Next came parish an-
nouncements. Many eyes view the file 
once the information has been added, 
including Dean Boston, who reviews 
liturgical detail.  

The file is ready for in-house printing, 
after which it is sorted into separate 
bundles for the 8 and 10 am services. 
The final step each week occurs when 
the sextons deliver these bundles to 

the Cathedral. 

Nancy’s time at Trinity coin-
cided with a period of tran-
sition for the church with 
the search for a new Dean, 
as well as a time of difficulty 
worldwide with the Co-
vid pandemic. Still, Nancy 
excelled in her role. She 
didn’t miss a beat when, for 
example, it was necessary to 

transition bulletins to a digital format during the 
Cathedral’s closure last March. It is this willingness 
to pivot as well as her eye for detail (among many 
other positive attributes) that Nancy brings to all 
she does, and that we will miss after she leaves. 

Nancy is thankful for her time at Trinity, and says 
her part-time status provided time to enjoy her 
new granddaughter, Reagan. She recalls fondly 
her time at Trinity, which she calls her “comfy 
place.”  Thank you for your service, Nancy, and 
best wishes in your new role!

—SUSAN CRAIG



ACOLYTES lead processions, light candles and assist clergy in preparing for communion. Acolytes also serve at weddings, funerals 
and other special services.  Volunteers must be in grades 7-12. Training and rehearsals for special services are mandatory. Contact 
Canon Patsy Malanuk (pmalanuk@trinitysc.org).

The ALTAR GUILD provides volunteers the opportunity to prepare the altar for Sunday and weekday worship. Duties include 
polishing silver and brass, mending and laundering linens, and maintaining supplies for the Holy Eucharist. These volunteers also 
set up the altar for funerals, weddings and other special services. Contact Lannie Stinnette (lmccs@bellsouth.net), and see the article 
on page 10 of this magazine.

The COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE helps plan Trinity’s communications with the assistance of the Director of Communications. 
Help develop themes and articles for Cathedral Connections, assist with special Communications projects, and work to ensure a 
high level of communications standards. Meets once a month for an hour. Contact Jessica Umbach (jumbach@trinitysc.org).

The DAUGHTERS OF THE HOLY CROSS welcomes all baptized women in the parish to join them in their mission to “deepen the 
spiritual life of the women of the parish; to broaden their Christian outlook, and to provide channels through which they may assist 
in carrying on the Church’s program.” There are many, many ways to get involved with the DHC; attend a quarterly meeting to learn 
more and get started! Contact Lynn Evans, DHC President (lynnevans746@gmail.com).

The DAUGHTERS OF THE KING (ST. HELENA CHAPTER) is a group of women who come together to intentionally pray, study, 
and serve where a need occurs. Meetings are held in Keenan Chapel on the third Monday of each month at 4:30 pm. Contact Jean 
Knowlton (childcare@trinitysc.org).

DOCENTS lead tours of our beautiful, historic Cathedral and grounds during certain times of the year. Knowledge of the Cathedral 
and Trinity’s history is needed, but can be learned through materials provided. Contact Ward Briggs (wbriggs7@gmail.com).

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS assist at worship services by greeting people at the door, and otherwise provide hospitality to all who 
enter the Cathedral for worship. Training is provided. Contact Norah Grimball (ntgrimball@gmail.com).

Connect with Trinity   this Fall
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MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK. At Trinity, one of the benefits of having a large parish is that there are “many hands.” But on the other 
“hand,” being part of a larger parish can sometimes make you wonder where you can help, or where your talents fit and can be put to use best. 
Whether you’re connecting for the first time, or reconnecting after our season of covidtide, please know that there is room for everyone who 
wants to get involved at Trinity. 

The following list of ministries and groups is not exhaustive, and contains both ministries within Trinity as well as organizations that serve 
outside of our walls, in our greater community. What they all have in common is that they are looking for more people to get involved in a 
variety of roles. Where can you lend your time, talents, and heart this fall?
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Connect with Trinity   this Fall
LECTORS participate in Sunday worship services (and special services, at times) by reading the appointed lessons and leading 
intercessory prayers. Being a lector requires confidence reading in public. Training is provided. Contact Betty Hudgens 
(hudgens3129@gmail.com).

MORE JUSTICE works to address injustice in the Midlands. There are key events throughout the year, ranging from small group 
to larger events.  Contact Valerie Moore (moovalerie@gmail.com).

The MEN OF TRINITY is a group open to all men at Trinity, and strives to grow relationships between God and each other. There 
are several events throughout the year, including meetings with guest speakers, an annual BBQ, family baseball games, and 
weekend retreats. Contact Ian Weschler (ipweschler@gmail.com).

The NEEDLEWORK GUILD creates beautiful needlework for use in the Cathedral, Seibels Chapel and Keenan Chapel, as well as 
the Bazaar and greater Columbia community. Beginning and experienced needle workers and knitters are always welcome. The 
group meets Mondays at noon in the Stirling Room. Contact Alison Johnson (alisonharveyjohnson@gmail.com).

PARISH LIFE MINISTRYCOMMITTEE helps sustain the vitality of Trinity’s parish community life through lay leadership devel-
opment, fellowship groups, and special parish events. The Parish Life Committee meets prior to feast days and other parish events. 
Contact Bibs Babson (babson@trinitysc.org).

WELCOME CENTER VOLUNTEERS help man the front desk at Trinity’s Welcome Center. As the first contact for all people enter-
ing the Education Building, the Welcome Center volunteers greet visitors, provide directions to places on campus, answer Trinity’s 
main phone line, and otherwise assist with the functions of the Welcome Center. Training will be provided. Contact Allison Fowler 
(receptionist@trinitysc.org).

The TRINITY BAZAAR returns to campus this year on Saturday, November 13. There are many ways you can get involved with 
the Bazaar, from donating items to volunteering during the days, weeks and months leading up to the event, and volunteers are 
always needed. Contact the Bazaar co-chairs (trinitybazaar@trinitysc.org), and see the article on page 20 of this magazine.

USHERS extend a friendly welcome to parishioners and visitors at Sunday services, pass the alms basins, and assist the congre-
gation during communion. Ushers also serve at funerals and special services. Ushers work in teams and receive periodic training. 
Contact West Summers (jwestsummers3@gmail.com).

The WA PERRY MINISTRY partnership between WA Perry Middle School and Trinity is a relationship centered ministry that 
strives to match the needs of the school with the gifts of parishioners.  Trinity provides after school enrichment activities such as 
tennis, golf, sewing, cooking, yoga, crafts, and more for the children who attend WA Perry.  There are opportunities to support 
school supplies and food drives, serve as a tutor, and volunteer for school related activities, among others.  Contact Betty Gregory 
(bettylgregory@gmail.com).

   



from the Altar Guild
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As we come out this strange pandemic time, 
I have found myself reflecting on the signifi-
cance and importance of church, as well as 
the sacrament of bread and wine. When the 
Cathedral closed to in-person worship, Trin-
ity’s services were faithfully broadcasted each 
week into my living room, giving me a sense 
familiarity and grounding. My family even 
went the extra mile to pull out a TV table, a 
couple of stemmed glasses each a little wine 
to sip and crackers to eat during the Eucha-
rist. This was our little altar for my family to 
gather around each week during that odd 
time, and I found it helped make it not so 
odd. 

It turns out that I needed that regular meal. 
Growing up, family meals were the time of 

day when my large 
family of five gath-
ered as a family to 
be with each other 
while nourishing our 
bodies. This meal-
time happened each 
night like clockwork 
and has continued 
with my own family. 
Each night, the table 
needed to be set.  I 

remember my mother patiently teaching me

which side of the place 
setting the fork should go 
and the correct direction 
of the knife. I have in turn 
taught my children. 

When I began serving on 
Altar Guild, I found myself 
thinking of the altar as 
my church family’s table. 
Each week, a team of 
faithful, dedicated ladies 
come together to prepare and arrange differ-
ent items for our clergy to prepare and serve 
the feast to our Trinity family. Just like at home, 
that table we call the altar needs to be set. Just 
like at home, I learned what went where.

The table doesn’t set itself and your church
family needs your help to set it. The more 
seasoned members share their knowledge and 
tips with newer members. Please prayerfully 
consider drawing closer to your church family 
by being a part of the Altar Guild and help set 
the table.

—LAURA BAKER

If you would like to get involved with the Altar Guild, we would 
love for you to join us! Information and training will be provided. 
Please contact Laura Baker (labaker369@gmail.com) or Lannie 
Stinnette (lmccs@bellsouth.net) to learn more.

Setting the Table
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The Reverend Canon
Jimmy Hartley

Welcome to

At Trinity, our connections with each other are 
long-standing and intricately woven; some span 
across decades and generations. We care about 
the happenings in the lives of our Trinity family, 
and we want to show up for each other in those 
times. That is why the calling of The Reverend 
Canon Jimmy Hartley as our new Canon Pastor 
is such a blessing to our parish. As Jimmy shares, 
“I am grateful for the way that God shows up in 
my life, and the lives of people I meet. It is an 
honor and I’m humbled to have 
the opportunity to walk alongside 
the community here at Trinity as 
we journey together as disciples 
of Christ.” 

Jimmy grew up in Indian Land, 
SC. The son of a now-retired 
clergy person (his father), he grew 
up attending Christ Episcopal 
Church in Lancaster, and spent his 
summers at Camp Gravatt. In fact, 
Camp Gravatt would come to 
play an integral role in the shap-
ing of Jimmy’s life, as it is where 
he would meet his future wife, 
Caroline, in the summer of 2001 
when they were both on staff at 
the camp. Equally as important, 
Gravatt is where he would first 
hear a call to the priesthood for himself. Some 
people return home from camp with souvenirs 
and funny stories, but Jimmy came away from his 
time at camp with two very important pieces of 
his life already set in motion instead!

After attending the University of South Carolina 
and graduating with a degree in Religious Stud-
ies, Jimmy worked in the Youth Ministries at St. 
Bartholomew’s (North Augusta), Grace Church 
(Charleston), and All Saints’ (Homewood, AL). It 
was St. John’s here in Columbia that would be his 
sending parish when he entered the seminary at 
Virginia Theological Seminary.

After graduating from VTS in 2016 with his Mas-
ter of Divinity, Jimmy’s first stop in ordained min-
istry was St. David’s (Columbia), before he joined 
the Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina 

in 2017 as the Canon for Christian Formation, 
Congregational Vitality, and Missional Communi-
ties. That brings us to the present, when he will 
join us in August as Canon Pastor at Trinity.

While Jimmy was working towards the ordained 
ministry, he and Caroline were married in 2006, 
and they have three children: William (11), Rob-
ert (8), and Sinclair (4). They also have an ador-
able Boykin/Border Collie Mix named Patrick, as 

well as a couple of fish that round 
out their household. Caroline is a 
dentist and practices at Southern 
Shores Dental in Lexington. Both 
Jimmy and Caroline’s vocations 
draw an interestingly similar paral-
lel to Jimmy’s brother-in-law, who 
happens to be a Methodist Pastor, 
and his wife, who also happens to 
be a dentist—so there are two priest 
and dentist couples in the family!

In his free time, Jimmy enjoys 
camping, backpacking, and being 
outdoors. Even though he once had 
his backpack stolen by a bear in 
the Smoky Mountains, that hasn’t 
deterred Jimmy from enjoying the 
outdoors when he gets the oppor-
tunity. An avid reader, Jimmy also 

enjoys reading “anything;” books of all genres 
are equally relished. During his time spent while 
not reading or camping, Jimmy enjoys cooking, 
watching baseball, and traveling. His travels are 
where some very interesting experiences have 
taken place, from attending a Coptic (Egyptian) 
Christmas Eve service by invitation of Pope She-
nouda, to meeting both the Archbishop of Can-
terbury and the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan-
tinople. 

All of these life experiences have contributed 
towards Jimmy becoming the wonderful person 
and priest that he is today, and we are fortunate 
to have him as our new Canon Pastor. Please join 
me in welcoming Canon Hartley and his family 
to Trinity!

 —JESSICA UMBACH



Like so many other areas at Trinity, we began 2020 
with five normal, beautiful, well-planned and well-
attended weddings. We had no idea of what was on 
the horizon!

Around the middle of March 2020, the COVID-19 
pandemic had made its way to Trinity, causing our 
campus closure, and ceasing many of our day-to-
day operations. For those of us who help facilitate 
weddings at our beautiful Cathedral, this meant 
that we had to become creative in completely new 
and different ways than we previously could have 
ever imagined. 

In 2020, the nationwide shutdowns caused by the 
pandemic also happened to coincide with the start 
of Lent. Since we don’t typically hold weddings dur-
ing Lent, this turned out to be a blessing in disguise. 
We were able to use that time to think through a 
plan for when we reopened, in terms of how wed-
dings could function while still being safe—both 
for those attending and officiating. We knew we 
would also need to follow the reopening protocols 
set forth by the diocese as well. 

In the early days of the Cathedral’s reopening 
from our full closure, we were limited to only 10 
people in the church—which included the offici-
ants, bride and groom! Other safety protocols that 
were employed included distancing (at least six feet 
between individuals), mandatory masks for all in at-
tendance, and the use of the newly installed camer-
as to stream online, for families to tune in from afar. 
It was fortunate to have that time to think through 
how measures such as distancing and wearing a 
mask would work during a wedding ceremony! 
From May 2020 through the end of the year, we 
were able to hold 8 weddings. In addition to the 5 

that took place at the start of the year, pre-pandemic, 
that brought us to a total of 13 weddings in 2020. 
While this was not the usual amount of weddings 
taking place during a “normal” year, it was still a good 
amount during a pandemic year nonetheless.

By early Spring 2021, the Bishop’s mandates allowed 
us to hold more weddings, with guidelines to be 
followed. We held 3 more weddings in early 2021, 
with these “lessened” guidelines in place. The lowered 
restrictions included masking, safe distancing, a maxi-
mum count for allowed guests (though more than 
previously allowed), hand sanitizing stations at every 
door, and limited entrance to only the Cathedral. This 
meant that bridal parties could not use the Daughters 
of the Holy Cross Room to dress and make last minute 
adjustments. Same for the groomsmen, who couldn’t 
use the Hospitality Room during the time before the 
ceremony would begin in the Cathedral.  

Even with all of these new rules to follow, the brides, 
grooms and families were so very gracious in follow-
ing the protocols. In spite of the many hurdles these 
couples had to overcome, the weddings were beauti-
ful and came off without a hitch.  

As of June 2021, the protocols have lessened even 
further, and the books are starting to fill up with wed-
dings—we are currently booking weddings all the 
way into 2022.  I am so pleased that these upcoming 
weddings will be the usual, beautiful weddings we 
are known for at Trinity. I am also very thankful that 
illness has not interfered with any of our weddings so 
far, and hope that will continue in the future, too. We 
are incredibly grateful to our brides, grooms, and their 
families for their understanding during this difficult 
season!

 —CAROLE CARTER
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The following couples were married at Trin-
ity between January 2020 through July 2021. 
Depending upon when the wedding took place, 
some were only able to only have their parents 
(not even siblings) attending in-person with 
them. The addition of the cameras in the Cathe-
dral did more than just allow us to continue to 
worship during the church’s closure to in-person 
attendees, they allowed people to watch the 
ceremonies in real time, providing families and 
loved ones the opportunity to feel present even 
while watching remotely.

Weddings that took place pre-pandemic (no protocols in 
place):
• 1.4.20: Caroline McNair Wooten Welling and 

Boyd Benson Jones, Jr.
• 1.18.20: Stephanie Elizabeth Johnson and 

Ryan Michael Rodriguez
• 2.1.20: Hanna Walker Barfield and Philip Gar-

land Matthews II
• 2.20.20: Wade Walker Coleman and George 

Brian Wolfe
• 2.22.20: Mary Barringer Heath and Capers 

Gamewell Barr V

Weddings that took place after the Cathedral re-opened, 
directly following the full closure. These weddings had 
“full protocols,” in other words, they had to follow the most 
strict guidelines:
• 5.16.20: Krista Marie Potthast and Lawrence 

Marion Gressette IV

• 6.26.20: Megan Brittany Cser and Lawson 
Sidney Smith

• 8.1.20: Jean Porter Price and David Prentis 
Barton Jr.

• 10.17.20: Sara Kathleen Sheehan and Derrick 
Paul Wallace

• 10.24.20: Marie Elizabeth Smith and Jacob 
David Addison

• 10.31.20: Nathalie FitzSimons Matthews and 
Michael Alexander Bartlett

• 11.21.20: Brieanna Lee Logue and Carey Parker 
Burnett, Jr.

Weddings that took place after the Bishop lifted most 
protocols, allowing us to operate as close to “normal” as we 
have been since the pandemic started:
• 4.17.21: Katherine McKown Dyke and William 

Peter Augustine Buyck III
• 5.1.21:  Morgan McPhail Bridges and Robert 

Wilson Kennemur

At present, the guidelines have relaxed comparatively. 
Two of our couples that were wed during the height of the 
pandemic at Trinity, have decided to hold a Renewal of 
Vows ceremony:
• 6.26.21 Megan Cser Smith and Lawson Sid-

ney Smith [renewal of vows; wed 6.26.20]
• 7.31.21: Krista Potthas Gressette and Law-

rence Marion Gressette IV [renewal of vows; 
wed 5.16.20]

Masked Wedding
You Need:

Above, left: A beautiful bouquet arranged by Trinity member Julianna Sojourner, for a bride getting married at Trinity in October 2020. 
Above, right: Krista and Lawrence Gressette, taken by Jordan Thompson of Landon Jacob Photography.

CONGRATULATIONS, NEWLYWEDS!



Mark your calendars now and start clearing your 
closets in anticipation: the Trinity Bazaar will be 
“home again” on November 13, 2021!

Carol Britton, Claudia Guignard, and Ann Gluse 
are your 2021 Bazaar co-chairs. We are excited to 
chair the Bazaar this year, and absolutely thrilled 
the event will be returning to an in-person Bazaar 
held on campus. Nonetheless, we remain very 
grateful for all the hard work done by last year’s 
chairs to keep the Bazaar afloat and able to hap-
pen during the pandemic. Thankfully, a year later, 
our world is in a different place and the Bazaar 
can be home again, with all the booths, trinkets, 
and traditions that have made up the fabric of the 
event for decades. 

While we will be returning to the traditional 
Bazaar format with an in-person event this year, 
there are a couple new features to look forward 
to, as well as our time-honored traditions that we 
could not do without!

The pre-party will take place on Friday, November 
12. As has been the case in the past, this event 
is free to attend and will feature a silent auction 
filled with amazing items for your bidding plea-
sure, a preview of Bazaar booths, and delicious 
hors d’oeuvres.

The Bazaar itself will take place on Saturday, 
November 13, from 9 am - 2 pm. We are working 
diligently right now to bring back the favorite 
Bazaar booths and popular items to this year’s 
Bazaar. Stay tuned, because we will be announc-
ing booth additions and other fun features of the 
Bazaar in the weeks leading up to November 13.

The Bazaar is a big event with many moving 
parts, and relies on the generosity of volunteers 
to make it happen. If you would like to get in-
volved or are able to contribute in some way, 
please contact the Bazaar co-chairs by email at 
trinitybazaar@trinitysc.org, or visit trinitysc.org/
bazaar and complete the volunteer form linked 
there.

With the many preparations for the Bazaar, it’s 
important not to forget why we work so hard to 
ensure this event’s success. All of the proceeds 
of the Bazaar go to five non-profit organizations 
that are located here in the Midlands, right in our 
own community. Each year, local organizations 
are nominated to receive the Bazaar proceeds. 
The Bazaar Grants Committee accepts those 
nominations and then works together to select 
the finalists who will receive a monetary grant 
from the Bazaar that year. The organizations 
chosen to receive the funds from the 2021 Bazaar 
are The Therapy Place, The Free Medical Clinic, the 
Salvation Army of the Midlands, The Hive Com-
munity Circle, and the Dyslexia Resource Center. 
Please consider supporting the Bazaar by giving 
a gift to benefit this year’s outreach recipients. 
To learn more about each of these and the work 
they do in our community, or to make a contribu-
tion, honorarium, or memorial, visit our site at 
trinitysc.org/bazaar.

From all of us, thank you for your support of the 
Bazaar. We look forward to seeing you at home 
again on November 13!

—CAROL BRITTON, CLAUDIA GUIGNARD & 
ANN GLUSE: 2021 TRINITY BAZAAR CO-CHAIRS

November 13, 2021
Trinity Bazaar
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benefiting

 • the therapy Place
 • the free Medical Clinic

 • the Salvation Army
of the Midlands

 • the Hive Community Circle
 • Dyslexia Resource Center

Mark your calendar now 
for the Trinity Bazaar 2021, 
and our return to campus. 

We couldn’t be more delighted 
to bring back Trinity’s

in-person Bazaar, with its 
traditions of hospitality, outreach 

and treasures, since 1948.

contact any of the chairs 
below for information, or to learn 

how to share your gifts.  Join us 
as we celebrate coming home. 

(And be sure to spread the word!)

CAROL bRittOn  cbm1802@gmail.com

Ann gLUSe   ann.gluse@southstatewealth.com

CLAUDiA gUignARD counselorclaudia@gmail.com

Home 
Again!

Trinity Bazaar, left to right: 1948, 1957 & 2021
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From left: The 1948 Bazaar, The Bazaar Gardening Booth, and fun for all ages!



Keeping one’s faith during difficult times, much like what we experienced during the past 
year with Covid and the disconnection from normal patterns of life, is challenging for all 
of us. Children especially thrive on routine and “normalcy,” which makes the disruptions 
caused by the pandemic all the more difficult. 

For this reason, our most important goal for our children at Trinity Learning Center this year 
has been to keep them connected as safely as possible to the traditions we have carried 
through the last 45 years. Connections are the steps along the path which give our growing 
children a history from which to draw upon when facing life’s challenges!  

Reconnect with
Trinity Learning
Center
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We have learned new ways of safely enjoying daily routines as well as special events.  We 
believe that connections with others in our young child’s life builds a sense of being a signifi-
cant part of something greater.  

You can stay connected with Trinity Learning Center on social media at facebook.com/trini-
tylearningcenter. We look forward to the upcoming year and the return to some of our usual 
patterns and routines, and our favorite yearly traditions as well! Check in with us online and 
keep up with our happenings in the Learning Center this fall. 

  —JEAN KNOWLTON



Still Hopes residents are happily emerging from the Covid doldrums. After spending a year under 
restrictions that tended to limit both physical and social activity, residents are now engaged in 
many opportunities to promote physical and mental health. 

A visitor today will likely find residents strolling through a beautiful art exhibit, exercising in the 
fitness center, or engaging in a yoga class, line dancing, or water aerobics.  A few “elders” are 
even taking beginning swimming!  

Opportunities for mental stimulation also abound:  Bible Studies, Trivia Nights, Bridge Tourna-
ments, Film & Theology discussions, and a well-stocked library are just a few of the offerings 
available to residents.  

Approximately 70 members of the Trinity Cathedral family live at Still Hopes, and we appreciate 
any efforts to keep us connected.  Tidings and Connections are read eagerly when they arrive.  A 
standing-room-only group engaged with Dean Dane Boston during his visit in June. Participating 
in streamed worship services and morning prayer enriches the lives of many.  

Even more special is the ability to worship in person in the cathedral, without masks, and actu-
ally see and hug other members!  We are feeling the excitement of a new era at Trinity—and Still 
Hopes.

   —SHIRLEY KUIPER

An Update from
Still Hopes
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Philip and 
Eleanor 
Whitehead, 
coordinators 
of “Film and 
Theology”

Cookie 
Cloyd, Chair 
of the Library 
Commitee, 
reporting 
at residents 
meeting 



Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
1100 Sumter Street
Columbia, SC 29201

www.trinitysc.org
803.771.7300

NON PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
COLUMBIA, SC 

PERMIT 708

FALL 2021

Visit Trinity on Social Media

facebook.com/trinitycathedralsc
@trinityepiscopalcathedralsc


